
When the EU legislates and regulates, the policy choices are made based on political vision,
science and more and more frequently on socio-economic data. This data – and how it will be
used – is sometimes explicitly requested, for example in the context of the REACH regulation. In
other cases, the data is not specifically asked, but they can provide high added value and orient
decision-making based on the growing requirements in the context of Better Regulation.

There is, however, a big difference between some basic factual information such as
employment or turnovers, and a proper socio-economic analysis (SEA) of data to underpin your
argumentation in relation to policy choices. The latter is based on a methodology and actually
substantiates a policy or regulatory request considerably.

This cycle of workshops wants to shed light on where and how SEAs are relevant as well as on
the basics of performing such analyses. Each 90 minutes online workshop will be practical and
hands-on allowing adequate time for questions and exchanges.

How to contribute to EU legislative and regulatory policy-making 
with socio-economic analysis?

How socio-economic data can provide added value in the
context of ex-ante and ex-post impact assessments?

Ex-ante and ex-post impact assessments are frequently used by the EU Commission in preparation
of new legislation, revision of legislation or evaluation of a legislative framework. This session will
provide practical and strategic understanding on when impact assessment are required on the basis
of the EU Commission guidelines, the process of Impact assessments and who is involved in the
process. Most importantly, our experts will provide insights into how you can contribute to this
process as a stakeholder and they will share input on a methodology to develop socio-economic
data for impact assessment processes.

➢ Thursday 28 January 2021, 11.00-12.30
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Socio-economic analysis for REACH authorisations

A SEA is a formal requirement for the majority of (in practice for all) dossiers submitted for an
application for authorization in REACH (art.60.4). ECHA has also developed a specific layout that
companies are required to follow when preparing their SEA. Our experts will provide practical
guidance on how to gather information for the purposes of SEA and prepare solid justification of
your request for authorisation. This includes guidance on qualitative and quantitative assessments
of social and economic impacts, monetization of health and environmental impacts, sensitivity
analysis etc.

➢ Wednesday 10 February 2021, 11.00-12.30
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Socio-economic analysis and trade 

Unfair competition of non-EU companies via their exports into the EU is likely to create injury to EU
producers. If antidumping measures, for example, are considered as appropriate by industry (based
on their intelligence and assessments), a SEA can further help in demonstrating the impacts on EU
industry if actions are not taken by the EU to restore faire competition. Similarly, a SEA could also
be part of the justification for the renewal of antidumping measures.
In the context of trade agreement negotiations, impact assessments can also be carried out to
show the effects of different modalities for market access. Industry can actively contribute with
macro-economic analysis, on the impact of various market access or sourcing conditions and justify
requests for reduced duties or duty free, duty free quotas covering traditional trade, etc. This
session will pro-vide concrete insight in developing SEAs in the context of trade relations.

➢ To be confirmed

Socio-economic analysis for REACH restrictions

For all calls for evidence linked to REACH restrictions, ECHA or the Member State(s) often ask
company to provide socio-economic data, though it does not require a formal layout and
companies are free to decide the best format for their SEA. In addition to company-specific
analysis, macro- economic data gathered by trade association or a group of companies provide very
useful and more representative input to the process. We will give practical advice on the type of
information needed, how data can be gathered via surveys, when and how the SEA could be used
in the process, from the call for evidence to the final adoption of the restriction.

➢ Wednesday 24 February 2021, 11.00-12.30

Socio-economic analysis in the context of the classification and
labelling of hazardous substances

In the context of the Classification and Labelling of Hazardous Substances, the SEA provides
additional information to authorities before taking their formal decisions. Although the SEA is not
formally required it is very much worth considering doing one in order to have a constructive
dialogue with authorities by providing overview of the sectors concerned and the socio-economic
impacts resulting from potential classification. A SEA focused on “market analysis” is well suited for
this purpose.

➢ Wednesday 31 March 2021, 11.00-12.30
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The added value of socio-economic analysis in regulatory
procedures under the Plant Protection Products Regulation and
Biocidal Products Regulation

Providing socio-economic data in the context of derogation for biocides is a formal requirement on
the basis of the Biocidal Products Regulation. Other regulatory processes in the context of the BPR
as well as the Plant Protection Products Regulation do not formally require a specific format (as for
REACH restrictions. A full-fledged SEA is however welcomed by authorities and in our experience
can provide genuine added value to the dossier. We will provide practical advice on how to
prepare a solid SEA based on the experience and methodology developed under REACH.

➢ To be confirmed
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Meet EPPA experts

Who we are

EPPA sa/nv
2 Place du Luxembourg | be-1050 Brussels

tel +32 2 735 82 30 | brussels@eppa.com | www.eppa.com | www.e-t-i.eu 

Rudy Colacicco - Senior Account Manager

- Economic and strategic advice to multinational companies, trade associations 
- Economic expert for representing European stakeholders during the 
Committee for Socio-Economic Analysis (SEAC) meetings at the European 
Chemicals Agency (ECHA). 

Established in 1987, EPPA is a respected multi-disciplinary and multi-cultural consultancy with a
pan-European reach. Our impressive track record in resolving major challenges related to public
policy, regulatory affairs and societal issues is founded upon our in-depth knowledge,
understanding and appreciation of the European and national political interface.

EPPA has a branch specializing in training and coaching. This training center – European Training
Institute – offers training to professionals who directly or indirectly have to act at European level
and who therefore need a good understanding of decision-making processes at political,
regulatory and scientific level.

Meglena Mihova - Managing Partner

- 20 years of experience in European Affairs
- Expertise in REACH & CLH since 2001
- Experience in socio-economic analysis and analysis of alternatives
- Consulting for the cosmetics sector in the restriction of microplastics

Vicky Marissen - Partner

- Expert in delegated and implementing acts
- Expertise on environmental, food, pharmaceutical and cosmetic issues
- Professor at the College of Europe and co-author of numerous books
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